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WOMEN'S

In 52 weeks of Sport lllustrated (2/33-2-94) six
women were awarded cover shats. The first was ina
bathing suit. The second, Monica Seles, was wear-
ing tennis whites and a knife in her back. Numbers
three and four were the widows of baseball players.
The tennis player, Mary Pierce was number five be-
cause she feared her father. The sixth was Nancy
Kerrigan after she was clubbed on the knee.

women

tee.

Contrary to popular thought, men's sports participa-
tion has not suffered at the expense of providing par-
ticipation opportunities for women — there were
16,242 more male athletes in 1991-92 than there
were in 1981-B2. For every two female participation
slots created in this 10-year period, 1.5 male partici-
pation slots were also added.

Between 1974-79, collegiate coaching positions for
college women's teams increased 185%; 182% of
the new pasitions went to men and 3% went to

Since 1971, only six women, comprising 6.3% have
been appointed to the International Olympic Commit-

35% of the Barcelona USA Olympic team and 33% of
the Albertville USA Olympic teams were women. In
Barcelona and Albertville, female athlete medal pro-
duction per athlete exceeded her male counterpart.

Gender was verbally, visually and graphically marked
(e.g. "Women's National Championship®) an average
of 110 times a game in women's basketball, nearly
double the rate of gender markings in the 1989
women's games. By contrast, gender was almost
never mentioned in men's basketball games.

Less than 33% of collegiate athletic scholarship dol-
lars are awarded to women athletes.

Division | and Division Il schoals offer an average of
10 more contests per sport for male
teams than for female teams

Compiled by the Women's Sparts Foundation,
Updated Jan. 1996
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Title IX: Albatross or aid?

W Big still
exist despite
passing of 1972
‘gender-equity’ law

A e

Does Title IX represent a mile-
stone for women or 4 restriction
on young male athletes — or both?
The M4-year-old law is still a hot
topic on college campuses and
only one university in the country

— lowa — has pledged total gen-
der equity by 1997

Other schools like West vir-
ginia University are woefully
hind in the process. Only this year
did WVU allow the women's bas-
ketball team to play in the winter.
ountaineers previ-
ously played their entire season in
the fall, and, as one might imag-
ine, fan support and exposure was
minimal

Title IX. which was passed in
1672 and was to be implemented
by high schools and coueges by
1975, states “no_person in the
United States shall, on the hasu of
sex, be excluded from participa-
tion in, be denied the benefits of,
ar be subjected to discrimination
under any educational program
or activity receiving Federal fi-
nancial assistance.”

From the beginning, the ath-
letic issue bas surfaced as the
most difficult aspect to imple-
ment.

Part of Title IX provides that if
an institution sponsars an athletic
program it must provide equal
athletic opportunities for mem-
bers of both sexes. This portion
states a three-pronged test must
be used (o measure accommoda-
tion: the school must show (1)
history and continuing practice of
program expansion which reflects
the interests of both sexes; (2) if
one sex has been under-repre-
sented among intercollegiate ath-
letes, the institution must show a
history and continuing practice of

rogram expansion for that sex
specifically, and (3) proportional-
ity which means tha the ratio of
male-to-female athletes must ap-
proximate that of the student
body.

According to Pam Roecker, the

coach at the University of Mary-
land

The phenomenan is highlighted
in a sport where men and women
stand nearly equal — bowling
n, 4 four-time win
Staten Island Women's
Bowling Association all-events Ui
tle, points out that while some
claim male bowlers have a slight
strength and stamina advantage,
the fact that women can equal
men’s results challenges that the-

ory.

“At the higher levels, the game
evens oul because the skill lies in
finesse and competitive mindset,”
says Laursen, who sports a 200
plus average.

But Laursen adds that preju-
diced outlooks nevertheless per
vade the s

While many women bowlers on
Staten Island can put up competi
tive scores in seratch (lop-level)
leagues, only six or seven partici:
pate in the 180-person league at
Rab's Country Lanes in Dongan
Hills, a center that Laursen man-

ages
Laursen claims women can be
uncomfortable in such a setting,
since the men don't always inter-
act with their women teammates
socially. Often, the women just sit
hemselves waiting for their
turn to bowl
“Some men don't want women
around because they think they
need to watch what they say —
they feel their night out with the
uys has been ruined,” said
Fatrsen
Laursen has two teen-age
daughters who are top-noich
wlers When the elder, 19-year-
old Naz Philpott, bowls for teams
comprised mostly of men,
wrsen notes a double standard.
“I think that the men respect
ber scores. But she is a highly
¢competitive and vocal person
when bowling, and that is not as
accepted
“The guys come up to me and
say, ‘Boy, your daughter is really
& hothead ' But I say 10 them.

Spring Has Sprumg,
Hop On Into.

LH TUGS

guys act that way all the time
You don't say nnvlhm; to them’
nd then they think about it and
You're right, I never thought
of it that wa

Many successful Island women
athletes — including L.A\nten and
Guerriero — express their con-
cern thal female nmam lack
professional opportunities

Guerriero says,"You do some-
thing every day of your life and
then what” You're done” I guess if
you do it as a means (o an end,
Sure, you can pay for a great
education. But 1 did it because
loved it and I think all women
athletes are the same.

Guerriero points out that even
recreational opportunities for se-
rious women athletes after col-
lege are limited. Men's baseball
and basketball leagues thrive on
S.1 with many former Island stars
playing games year-round, almast
daily. The chaices for female ath-
letes are often co-ed leagues, with
the emphasis on socializing rather
than competition. Furthermore,
the games are scheduled at incon-
venient times — the times re-
jected by the men's teams — and
many women can't participate.

“For five years | have watched
my father, brother and boyfriend
play in Saturday softball leagues.
The one apportunity they created
for women was Sunday morning.
and I'm at church.” said
Guerriero

When Philpott — a two-time
Advance All Sta graduated
from Curtis a year ago, she spent
a lot of time deciding what to do
for college.

“She had several opportunities
to go to college for bowling, but
she ended up feeling it wasn't
quite worth it and stayed home to
g0 10 nursing school.” said mom
Laursen

‘I do think that if they showed
the Ladies Bowling Tour on Satur-
day afternoons on television, the
«choice might have been differ-
ent.” Laursen added

The media has a great effect on
the hopes and fates of numerous
young athletes. The hy d
hoopla is almost exclusiv
tered around men's sports these
days — with a few exceptions

But this isn't all bad. As
Guerriero, Laursen, and several
other [sland athleles contend, the

limits imposed on women in
sports have alsa, ironically, been
the main reason women's sports
are becoming more and more
popular

“Girls end up more focused
than boys." says Guerriero who is
currently the girls’ varsity bas-
ketball coach at McKee/S1. Tech
and has been an instructor at
University Basketball Camp on
Staten Island for the past seven
summers. '

“Boys watch television all the
time and see the professionals and
have delusions of grandeur. They
say. T'm gonna be a pro someday,’
and then act like some of the pros
do — with the struiting and atti-
tude. Girls are more in tune to the
realities of life. They know they
have no choice but {0 study and

lan a career for themselves,
Guerriero added
With more and more people

SPOFts arenas, women's sports is
emerging as a pure and enjoyable
fan favorite. And women play
sports the way they were intended
to be played, says Pleasant Plains
resident Diane Braendly, whose
daughter is a center for Notre
Dame University, which was re-
cenly ousted in the second round
of the NCAA women's basketball
tournament

“1 am always amazed when |
watch the games on television —
and men will tell you this also —
the game is pure — with short,
clean passes, beautiful jump shots
and good defense. There is no
showboating or hotdogging,” said
Mrs. Braendly of the girls' style of
play

Ralph Guardino, the girls' golf
coach at Notre Dame Academy
and president of the CHSAA girls'
golf league, claims nobody r:nll
believes him when he says higl
school girl gﬂ“m stually piay
faster than tl

“The boys are nfluenced by TV
and walk around their putt five
times to double check angles, they
throw grass up in the air to see
which way the wind is blowing.
into that whole ‘green
thing because they watch
ro golf tour

he girls just walk up and

whack the ball or take their pui.
They are always ready to hit.” he

“No true educators want to see boys
shortchanged. By cutting wrestling or
swimming programs for example — which is
the type of stupid decision being made to
‘remedy’ the Title IX situation at some colleges
— bow much are you really saving? You are

and that is

keids from ¢

r{dtculou: You could actually fund ail these
teams by baving 10 less football players.

— Dottie McKnight

Ex-Maryland head women's basketball coach

She first wants to dispel the
rumor that football pn'mn:jy
for their own 1 as
others — inch Hn wwnm'n
athletics. She cited a case that
was brought o court involving
Auburn University. Testimony re- |
vealed that ! hllemelchnﬁrlm.
in $4 million from football, the

rogram cost the college $6 mil-
lion. This is the most
large colleges, according to

cKnight

While a 1993 survey claims two
of every three Division I.A
schools made a profit in football,
McKnight claims this figure is
“absolute nonsense

The football programs ate us-

™ sai

Wagner College women's basket-
ball coach and women's athls
Gevrer th roper calehprase
these day

ler equity”
rather than Title ?ﬁm
oecker

feels most coaches of
women's Sports simply want “the
opportunity to be equally success-
ful”

But Roecker and other coaches
of women's athletics still see ineq-
uity in equipment, coaching staff,
travel expenses and scheduling
times, and such imbalances pre-
vent equal opportunity.

Dottie McKnight retived as Uni-
versity of Maryland’s head wom-
en's basketball coach 20 years ago
and began her own company —
the Athletic and Sport Consultants
based in Chevy Chase, Md. ASC
studies gender equity issues and
re-evaluies the c
The company provides
for college and high school ath-
letic administrations, and the goal

hese sessions is to initiate
compliance with Title IX She of-
ten comes up against football ad-
vocates who aggressively disap-
prove of Title IX

Many foothall programs be-
lieve they have been the biggest
victims of Title IX and feel court
ries ruled in favor of wom-
en's sports are sabotaging men in
general and football in particular
unnecessarily and unfairly.

Grant Teaff, the former head
coach at Baylor, is the exccutive
director of the American Football
Coaches Association, and bristles
at the thought of improving
opportunities for women at the
expense of men.

1 can't imagine that would

ever be the answer,” he said. "Our
system of freedom, government
and opmunny has been in place
& long

'ruu Sievcs proportionality

merely a disguise for “a quota

symm

The courts are not considering
the three-pronged section of the
law's vngmil intent, claims
Charles M. A
diector of the Col College Football
Association. He believes recent
court rulings have stressed pro-
portionality more than the two
qualifications of showing a history
of improvements.

‘This emphasis on proportional-
ity, according (o Neinas, puts foot-
ball at a disadvantage. Division I
A schools often have 85
scholarships, a figure that is con-
sidered inappropriately high by
many gender-equity proponents
— including McKnight. Tt also tips
the collegiate athlele scale as-
tronomically in favor of male ath-
letes making proportionality
nearly impossible to accomplish.

Yet Teaff, in material he sub-
mitted to a House commitee last
year, says a properly run foothall
program actually needs 116 play-
ers: starters (22), two !eams of
reserves (44), two special-teams
units (22), two offensive (22) and
defensive (22) teams of practice
players, four kickers and two
smappers. He expects the differ-
ence (116 minus 85) to be made u)
‘with non-scholarship athletes and
walk-ons.

‘MeKnight claims her goal is not
{0 curtail the men’s opportunities,
but rather to ensure fair and equal
opportunity for both sexes

McKnight who has been responsi
ble for tallying such figures for
numerous court cases and
gressional committee meetings
Gender equity goes both

MrKnl\?ql said in defense
nf Tllle IX. "
wanl (o see boys shortchanged. By
cutting wrestling or swimming
programs for example — which is
the |ype of stupid decision

to ‘remedy’ the Title IX

situation al some colleges — how
much are you really saving? You
are prohibiting kids from compet-
ing and that is ridiculous You
could actually fund all these
teams by having 10 less football
players

‘1 just think that a school
doesnit need B5-plus kids playing
football on scholarship. Look on
the sidelines at all the k\dl that
never get on the field —
reserves’. It seems a vustr o
have all of them stand around
with their helmet crooked under
their arm. You never know — that
kid could be a doggone good cross
country runner, but you'd never
it

McKnight feels that some of the
ash, bad decisions made by col.
lege athletic administrations —
su(‘h ils E)lE elimination of men's
— may be made to spite
e Tile 1% pmpumllll
“Or perhaps it is that the
schools have not one ounce of
cruuw:y id McKnight.
No one ever said that to com-
nsate for Title IX you have to
Keep women's pors and do away
th men’s.
r?‘m Associated Press also
contributed (o this report.)
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Naz Laursen, center, and her daughters Lizabeth Philpott, left and Nazareth Philpott are as
good as they come in women's bowling but yet they feel prejudiced outiooks pervade the sport

said.

Alyssa McKenna is a junior at
St. Joseph by-the-Sea and a major
reason Sea’s girls' softball, soccer
and basketball teams have won
city and state titles the past three
years.

a

McKenna is enthusiastic about
the chances she has as a young
female athlete, but is also realis-
tie about the limits.

“We (girl athletes) take things
much more seriously, This may be
our last chance fo play. We don't
want to take it for granted”

Unfortunately, some male high
school athletes don't share Mc.
Kenna's seriousness about wom-
en's sports.

At & recent Staten Island girls
high school basketball game, a
group of boy basketball players
were observed watching the

ame

Oh good, they're wearing
white shorts — now we can see
their underwear,” announced one
of the boys, who happened to be
his high school team's high scorer.

The comment was received
with boisterous laughter and high
fives from his friends, (o the dis-
gust of the surrounding fans and
parents.

‘When the boys who have grown
up playing in biddie CYO leagues
with girls and have seen the nu
merous city and state titles won
by the Island's female athlctes
don't respect them, what does it
mean for the future of women's
athletics?

McKnight, who Is also a spokes
persan for the National
tion of Women and has
faced her share of h.mhhm and

higmry s an umue and life-loiig
oach. says “Life to Ei
Tillr abo such Lhnm All
can do is work for the next set of
girls growing up under you and
hope things continue to advance
as they have in the past 10 and 20
ears
McKnight sums up both the re:
cent advancements and remain-
ing hurdles in women's sports best
when she says
s and men are expected 0
play sports and bo athletle,
Women have gone from belig!
probibited in spors to beig
{ to play, to being accepted, |
But the final hurdle is to
expected to be athletie. We are
not there yel

(Tomorrow: Who should coach
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