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ISLAND SPORTS/MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Srlllng suites may not be

a business for the

N:w ank Yankees in these
tough econamic times.

Seven luxury boxes down
the foul lines priced at s600,-
000 remain available for
2009 ssaton, the St ot the
new tadium.
team still h:d seven a'vlllnhle
in August, too

“There's no get
from the fact lh!ll KI.;:WIN
is different than it was, so

 slows,” chief operating
officer Lonn Trost said yes-
m'dny‘ “S0 you don't hﬂ;: 10
people joor.
Ylmz may nn.lyilre two peo-
ple.

Trost said in August that
44 of 51 suites pricedat 600,

1650.000 and $850,000 uites
had sold ou

“We're lll!eﬂllﬂl

s fom i Gifferent folks”
e said. “I'm not going to put
them into_the sold_column
until somebody sends me an
e-mail and says, ‘Done. It's
50 hard to say close when
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STATIN SUND AVANCE RANG SLBRSTEN | YOU et aftormeys
and you start fAghting oy
terms, and we don't want to

Wikinson
ropeetor, Uneelig e e sret sin, rnd o from fft, e i Dee,bother Ed and n hacksens
Frank, Tom and Anthony Wilkinson.

A sign of affection
for atrue gentleman

Rab Wilkinson's memory is
honored as street outside
his bowling center is
named for him

By MICHAEL ANDERSON
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

‘The kindness and generos-
ity Rab Wilkinson displayed
during his life received fit-
ting tribute yesterday as
more than ioo people
crowded onto the corner of
Delaware Avenue and Hylan
Boulevard in Dongan Hllls
for a street renaming
cation,

“Rab Wilkinson Way," not
coincidentally, is the same
corner where the Rab's
Country Lanes bowling cen-
ter is located. The street was
dedicated as many family
members, friends and associ-
ates looked on. The sign was
unveiled by Rab's widow,
Dolores (Dee), his three
sons, Anthony, Tom and
Frank, and brother, Ed.

“The turnout was very un-
@ cted. People took days

to come. Not everybody
off,” said Dee
e iy “Right now it's a
little bittersweet, but it just

reminds me how wonderful man Jim

my family is and how won-
derful he was.”

While Rab was mostly
known for his bowling prow-
ess, the community at large e
also lost a key figure when
Wilkinson passed away last
February.

Wilkinson was a long-time
member of the South Shore
Rotary Club and contributed
to numerous charitable orga-
nizations through the years
such as the Staten Island
Children’s Campaign, the
Staten Island Sept. 11 Fund,
the Multiple Sclerosis Walk,
the Deborah League of Staten
Island, the Staten Island
Council of Boy Scouts and

“Growing up, we did so
many Lhanly evs’mx n};ﬂhn
for Rainbow
n\mn’manC.lnm.rS\:c ty, for
50 many organizati
Island and mational,” said
Rab's oldest son, Amhon)
“He never said no to any-
body. He would give
T, B ol pive 1008
whatever it . He did any.
thing he could to give bac]
think that's w people re-
spected him."

Longtime Country Lanes
employee Vicky Fischetti
wrote in March to Council-
Oddo  (R-Mid-Is-

change terms.”

He said in Ausu!« that 3,-
500 of the
seats had be:n mlrrmcludr

the $500-82,500 per-gam:

I i e plate in the
first nine rows of (35 sections
ringing home plate.

Speaking ARl o o
[elenc:' to announce a tech-
nology agreement with Cisco

land) detailing Wilkinson's
bio in hopes of getting the
street renamed and the Wil-
einson family was notified in

Systems Inc., Trost didn't
have an updated figure on
premium seats and said it
was too early to determine
how well season-ticket sales
were going for the £1.3 billion

“We can see that the econ-
omy is affecting the traffic
that is coming around,” he
said. “Listen, nobody can
avoid it. We recognize it.
You wake up in the morning
and you see it. So we're try-
ing to-work with our fan base
and understand what their
needs are.”

He also said the pace of
business deals had been im-
pacled by the economic

woturn” New York has
bt warking on completing
an agreement with Bank of
America,

“Things are slow to come
to fruition, but they're get-
ting there,” Trost said.

The Yankees hope to
move into the new ballpark
on Jan. 16 or 23. The Mets
hegan operating from their
new Citi Field offices on
Sept. 22,

Trost said construction
was about 12%2 days ahead of
schedule, that interior work

ver such as cabinetry and carpet-

ing was under way and that
the new Metro-North rail-
road station outside the sta-
dium should be open by the
third home stand, which

e starts May 1. The ballpak's

form: nmg is April 16
agm,ch’e

Minor demohtmn of the
old Yankee Stadium, which
opened in 1923, will begin in
January, but the substantive

Economy taking a bite
out of Yankee suite sales

dismantling of the House
that Ruth Built won't start
unti] midsummer.

e ballpark's owner,
New York City, still hasn't
reached an agreement with
the team on selling of
orabilia from the stadium.
“We're negotating” Trost
said. “They have views and
we have views. And they
have attorneys and we have
attorneys, We'll get it done.”

Yankees general partner
Hal Steinbrenner, appearing
with Trost, talked generally

about the Yankees' free-
ageat plans. New York s o
cused on start]

ith CC Sabathis ﬂcly the
No.1topic.

“We're going to figure ev-
erything out by Friday,"
Steinbrenner said, referring
to the first day free agents
can negotiate with all teams.
“Everything has been ms-
cussed. We know, | think, at
this point what our il
nesses are, and we have a
pretty good idea of what's
out there now.”

Like their father, brothers
Hal and Hank Steinbrenner
figure to be involved in free-
agent recruitment. Hal said
he had spoken with agent
Scott Boras last offseason.

ere’s no doubt Hank
and 1 need to get out there
and spend some time with
some of the agents” Hal
Steinbrenner said. New York
figures to have another sz00
million-plus payroll. “We're
going to pursue the market
aggressively as we do every
year. The philosophy has not
changed

Lincecum wins NL Cy Young

mid-October about the cere-
mony, It also seemed fitting
that the renaming took place
on Veterans’ Day since Rab
served in France and Ger-
many with the US. Army
from 1961-1963.

“We'll be here for a long | b,
time and we'll keep the p]ace
as best we can. And |
want everyone to forget llab
that fast. | want them to re-

ember him forever,” said
Dee. “I really believe that
people really, really re-
spected and loved my hus-
band. He was the best. The
best father. The best proprie-
tor. The best husband
There's nobody like him.

“To be honest, this is only
the second time T've been at
the bowling alley since he
passed away because it's a

ASSOCIATED PFESS

SAN FRANCISCO — Tim
incecum hung up the phone
after learning the news
be'd been waiting more than
amonth to hear.

“My reaction was ‘Whoo

ool " the newly crowned NL
Cy Young Award winner hol-
lered for a news conference
bigger than any the San Fran-
cisco Giants had seen since
the days of home run king
arry Bonds.

“T literall y:l]ed n 4 cou-

off the
mly nice.”

ac| aining,
Lincecum and Giants closer

T

ut
this day — how they both
wanted to win a Cy Young
Aw,

Neither could have ex-
pcﬂed it now — not this

ver] averwhelming fesling”

Anthony. "But when [
saw (the sign), I had a chill. I |
just know that he's beamin
and very proud wherever he
i

T‘he ceremonial street re-

was sponsored by

Oddn nml although he was

unable 1o attend, a represen-

tative from his office was on |
hand for the festivities.

3
=3

cacn: just finished his
first full major season,
two years removed from col-
lege and all of 24 years old.
He vg:s :n:: ﬁlll -y a for a
bat y ballpark security
when he was called up last
year. Teammates teass. himm
with the nickname *Fran-
chise — a moniker Lince-
cum said he doesn’t dare
| mention in public.

PRICE rom pace 81

Siller Foundation launches ‘Operation Support

American heroes at the Hil-
ton. The kids just back from
fraq and Afghanistan. The
graying vets from Vlrlnam
JN\N:L udlma and
yeamld Augie Stre
cranked up a field Inirphnnr
for George Patton in North
Africa. Roger Acker, who
walked out of a German pris-
oner-of-war camp after the
Battle of me Bulge. All the

way aboard the St. Lois, &
light cruiser, when the first
bombs sarted o fallon Pearl

A o been plenty said,
and written, about how most
Americans haven't been
asked to share in the sacei
of the wars in Iraq and Al
shanistan

We don't see much of the

funerals, or the kids coming

imed _and_worse,

thanks to an administration

that doesn't trust the public

10 see the price being paid by
its all-volunteer military.

Al Kongslie, who &

NBC News ran a feature,
just the other day, about the
more public outpouring in

anada, where firemen,
Scouts lamr urdmﬂ;mztm

arly line a highwa
Oeﬂ:m to salute every fallen
hero's funeral  procession
from the airport, even in the
dead of winter.

“We don't mind," one of
the firemen in Cobourg, On-
told NBC. lI:lh! least
we can do.”

That was the prevailing at-
titude at the ﬂmn. at lhe
close of a day -
flon Support took gves &l
(mn uf the Island's golf

 There are 750 m; on Sta-
ten Island who
o Gathers Seploped 18 the
military,” Fr er told a
crowd of his neighbors.

“It's our mp«mmnm to
o what -n we o take

d
care of

‘Mostly. he said, the Sillers
wirs falloriing fhe satst die

tate that led to the formation
of the Let Us Do Good Foun-
dation, which honors their
brother, 4 fireman who ran
through the Brooklyn-Bai-
tery Tuniel o Sept. 1. 2001
died when the Twin
Torwers came dows:
“What would Stephen do7”
When he began to invest
gate ways 1o belp soldiers
d their families, Frank

ir

ler [I‘lllllﬂ there Wt’r‘ two or-

tions — Staten Island

ject Homefront, and 1

Staten Island Supports Our

mm:z Center —

s a lot of the
heavy

“A lot of i's obvious to the
pesple who need 1 he says
“But sometimes we for-
et.”
There were no_golf out-
to_support the troops
when Dom Giovinazzo got
home from Vietnam, where
e was a combat medic. try
ing to patch mangled bodies
in the chaos of sice paddies

and on the bloody decks of
helicopters,

“They didnt throw any
dinners for us,” Giovinazzo
said

But here he was, 100,
of the crowd at the Hilton
when his son Carmine’s face
came up on a video scree
Mongside the  Academy
Award nominee Gary Sinise,

il offes

day on the set of "eST: Ny m
the television series that's
made the younger Giova-

night was young
when Siller and emeee Larry
Arran  introduced the old
wvets, the room nnng to give
each one a stans ovation.
the start of what the Sillers
hope will be part of a grass
roots movement of Amer:
cans determined to et a new
gencration of veterans know
they e not alone.

As the firefighter in Co-
bour said, it's the least w
cando

137 points in balloting by the
Baseball Writers Association
of America. Brandon Webb
of the Arizona Diamond-
backs got four first-place
votes and finished second
with 73 polats.
was more of like, ‘re-
cecum said of win-
nmg “1 was hoping I'd be in
there in the mix."

RS ractors — and the laws of

San Francisco's Cy Young Award rhs by overpowering
T i basebalrsbest hitters
with a 262 FRA. Lincecum went 18-5 with a
2.62 ERA and a majors-lead-
mg 265 strikeouts, remarka-
Lincecum, who graced the ble mumbers for a fourth-
cover of Sports lllustrated club that finished 72-
this season, joins Mike Mc- 15 Dutting up those numbers
Cormick (1967) as the only on"'y" striggling team. cer-
San Francisco pitcher to win piio o dB S LT
the Cy Young — and he " 5

t in commanding _ Steve Carlton is the lone
faiion yesterday. Cy Young winner to pitch for

iminutive right- a worse club. The Hall of
hander known for his fierce o with a 107
competitive nature received Philadelphia
23 of 32 first-place votes and Phillies, who went 59-7.

ROUNDUP

| Youthbasketball: il V wins

[ sumsne

Robert Rossiter and Vincent
Mastrogulo combined for 26
points as St. Joseph Hill defeated
Blessed Sacrament 42-34 in
olic Youth Organization IV £ ac
tion. Chris Coughiin netted 24
points for Blessed Sacrament.
Victoria Romano and Gabnella
Rubin combined for 23 points as
St Joseph/SL. Thomas defeated
Our Lady Help of Christians. 30-15
in VA action

BASKETBALL

Ground Level rises.

Level Pub ' Grub’s 88-74 victory
over Triskelion in CYO Men's Un.

limited League action.

Twins Window Cleaning got 22
points apiece from Paul Cordasco
and Mike Kuhens in 2 101-85 vic
tory over the Rum Runners

YOUTH BASEBALL

2| Vipers gain semis
‘Matt Buddensick (10 Ks) tossed —_—

2 one-hiter and Anthony Foder Gerard Leonard poured in 13

had two hits and three RBlasthe  Points to lead Mint over the Bive

Vipers defeated the Clippers 5-1in  Devis 66-65 in Men's Fun Station

the Staten Iskand United Feder - League phay

tion Senior Minor quarterfinals

YOUTH SOCCER

Jon Carbonefla and Steve Mar
tinson hadtwo s and tw, Rl
apiece as Legends

Slammers 5.7 i the G ipken
Fall Ball 9-10s playofhs Staten

Yerrmce Madign (our-itte,  Unitod Fury chnched second lace
e Ks) and Cheis Mercado (two  with a 2-1 MOSA Soccer League

elle A»«\ andrins

Iots, fous RBI) helpod the Robert  girls’ under-14 Premier division tri
urroh ver the Wl Lizards Mg
Beider Krzsta Spano also played a

solid game for the Fury
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