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Bowling on the Island
the way it once was

By ANDY GOLDBERG
BY ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

With 14,000 bowlers, seven
bowling centers (and an eighth on
the way) and 182 lanes (and 64
more on the way), bowling re-
mains the number one participa-
fory sport on Staten Island in 1986

And although the numbers may
have been different in the first
half of this century, bowling was
still number one on the Island
The borough's population was
centered on the North Shore and
the bowling alleys were where the
people were.

At the outset, houses with more
than a dozen lanes were a rarity
The norm was four and six-alley
houses. In the late teens, alleys
such as Nere's in Port Richmond
Square. Lamberti’s on Union Ave-
nve, Mariners Harbor, and the
Village Bowling Academy on
Richmond Street, West Brighton,
were main atiractions. Other
lanes included s an

Burhop's, located within 4 half
‘mile of each other on Clove Road
in Grasmere

Today's bowlers pay as much as
2 per game, but Island bowling
legend Vic Riche remembers pay
ing slightly less in 1921, “1 first
bow led at Nero's and paid 15 cents
per game,” recalled the 85-year.
old Riche. Lamberti's was

only a mickel more
.. Asthe game progressed into the
30% and "40s, popular alleys such
the Boulevard Bowling Acad
emy in Tompkinsville, Plaza
Lanes and Orbach's Bowling Alley
in West Brighton, the Gaynor Coli-
seun Bowling m- in Port Rich
Bow!
mg Academy in s:..,ﬂmn and the
oldest active Island center, Vic
tory Lanes, came onto the scene.
Boulevard hosted one of the fop
leagues in the Island's bowling
history. the S.I Individual Classic
The top 20 bowlers from the pre-
vious season were invited to par-
ticipate in this Sunday evening
loap. The Individual Classic ran
from September through May,
with the bowlers squaring off
weekly
sed to get really big
crowis to come down to the Bou
levard to watch us,” said Riche,
whe won the Classic league title in
1946. “We charged half a buck to
watch, and the money went to
charities” Riche collected $200
for his 46 title, excellent money
for those days.

Riche also teamed with another
legendary Island kegler, 70-year-
old Ben McNevich, to capture the
American Bowling Congress na
tional doubles title on three ocea-
sions

Make schoolwork

the No. 1

By PAT McINALLY

priority

Question: With all of the embarrassing academic problems so many
college athietes are having, do you think the fault lies with the kids or

the system’
as mysell, can bt
D., Ohi

. do you have any suggestions how youth coaches, such
repare our players for si

ess in the classroom?

Answer: 1 agree with you, the number of academic scandals being

on't recognize the name,

PAT ANSWERS

_——

uncovered, highlighted by the Jan Kemp case, is embarrassing {1 you
Jan Kemj
Geargia instructor who was fired for protesting preferential academic

is the former University of

treatment for athletes ) It's un-
fortunate and sad for our ath-
letes, the institutions involved,
and the poor kids who have
been left unprepared or unw
ing Lo succeed in their studies
There's no question that 100
many athletes are pushed
through grade afler grade sim-
ply because of their physical
abilities. They are given pref

— erential treaiment, and (each.

ers and administrators bend
the rules and alter standards so
that they can maintain their
eligibility. The tragedy is that

they've h\'l-r\ left almost totally unprepared for hlr uuhn]i'oi athletics.

However. |

in many cases, (h

impossible
The foundation of anyone'

ot rest on our coll pl
© inherited problems which are so far-gone that
reversing their student athlete’s academic inadequacies i

In fact,

almost

education is the time spent in elementary

school. Basic reading, writing, and mathematical skills are no different

from the fundamentals you, as a ¢

h, are teaching your young

players. You wouldn't dream of sending one of your boys or giris into

the batter's box in a

me if he or she'd never been taught how Lo hold a

bat, swing, or run the bases, would you” Well, that's exactly what's been

happening 1o ton
school without learning
skills the

any of our athletes. They've been advanced through
the proper study {echniques and fundamental

1l eed 1o periorn well in bigh schobl and &

1 believe more responsibility has (o be shoul

Be.
d by grade school

McNevich was also a regular in
the Individual €

other Island gr
three-time individual champ, Bar.
ney Spinella, owner of Boulevard,
Johnny Bomba, a Jersey native
who did m bowling on the Island,

ture Lou Marli, performed
a feat that nol too many have
accomplished in the long history
of the sport. * EuhhllumtheNDﬂ]l
Shore League at Victory Lanes.”
said Mari Bomh rolled back
to-back 304 g

As the 'Jls rane-\ around, so did
some of the\lanes that eurrently
exist — Columbian Lanes in West
Brighton, Colonial Lanes in CHf-
ton. and Sunset Lanes in New
Springville The 19605 saw many
of the older houses close. Boule-
vard. Park, Plaza, Gaynor's and
Madalone's Tompkinsville Bowl-
ing Center ceased eperations
while bowling was introduced
closer to the South Shore with the
pening of Bowling on the Green
in New Dorp

The biggest change in the game,
however, has been a W(ksm(‘hrw('
“Today.” says Riche, “you walk
into these alleys and you see car-

peling and fancy hars. It's like a*

night club at some of these places.
The old houses were never like
that

It's not too late to take a shot at
MU0 The 4th Annual

FADTC FRAMK . JOHNS.

Vic Richie, who has a lifetime of memories in his bowling scrapbooks, looks over o wdw: of himself

ond one-time partner Ben McNevic

Big Apple Dream Classic takes
place today at | pm. at Country
Lanes. The entry fee is §150 and
the format provides for one of
every two bowlers (o get back
some prize money, with a mini- leaj
mum of §50. The fap prize is based
on 184 entries and a minimum of

ed a brand new Subaru parked
mm\ alley 13 Donated by

s, it will go 1o the winner of
ofsummer {ournamenl _ Leam
open 10 all bowlers in

The tournam
set s vel, will

campaign is no easy feat and we
like o recognize AEL of
and's league charplon
Regardless of how big or
the league is, champions
descrve recognition
the league champion has
etermined, send down

Staten Is

5 i o e
have a $10 entry

$3,000 is guaranteed on top. There  fee Bowlers will roll three u\ung with the high mn sheet
is also a loser's bracket in the with 100 percent handicap based  the name and day of the league
match-play tournament that has  on 200, The top five scorers will the house it bowls at, i e
$1.000 (0 offer hased on 184 en-  then bow] TV-format for the (e first place team, and the
tries. wheels. FULL names of that team's
SN, - bowlers. This applies for muu

women and ju e

By the way, if you've been 10
Country lately, like in the past six
weeks or 5o, you might have no

w
ATTENTION LEAGUE SEC.  Ple
RETARIES: Coming out on top
following the

ase do not ..4‘\ n the nl HN
tion. We'll publish a Kist of ‘all {he
winners as soon as possible

36-week bowling

EARLY SUMMER AUTO
SERVICE SAVINGS

STEEL BELTED RADIALS
45,000 Mile Warranty

Sale Price  P455/80R13 Blockwall

.
*Uniroyal Quality, K mart
Price

sEuropean All Season
Tread Design
+Radial Tire Traction,
Mileage and Handling

ﬂa

BIAS PLY WHITEWALLS

) Mile Warranty*

Sole Price P465/60D13 =

Lomite Tro0 Weorsut wassanty Deiais in Sate|

*"78" Series iread 2
+*Modern Styled
Whitewalls
~Economy Price
+7 Multi-Siped Tread

CAMPER/TRAILER
TIRES

With Bim Assombly In 4 & 5 Lug Sizes

teachers, parents, and youth coaches, such as yourself, Pound it into
your players’ hea 00l if they're going (o

LAYAWAY
AVAILABLE

Our Promise
Service * Value « Satisfaction

letes
their parents that ~;wl‘l~ are extracurricular activities. They are
5 a osed 10 broaden one and develop-
hrust of

, which too many kids make them into
Teachers and parents must start ins islmg on young athletes doing
their homework and learning their basies. If they're truant or not doing
thei studlesthen they shoaldn be allowed o play afier.schoolsport 189.76. Mon
Kids must be disciplined to be responsible 1o themselves and their Gas-Matic Shts
education You, as a coach, can influence them and remind their 5 stalled

. A pair
parents to push sehooling over home runs. touchdowns, and jumpshots. on M

Our Beg. 183,97 fo

Our 28.85. Arrestor
Plus Mutfier-Instail-
ed. Double
ped. aluminiz
act against fust

MUFFLER
INSTALLED

{ Athletics were never intended as a way to escape education or Sizes for many U
personal development. They weren'tintende to be pots of gald for kids and light trucks

dreaming of lucrative professional contracts without achieving or even | = = 2 e e A
trying in their classraoms " ey

‘Adhletics are supposed to build character as are the coaches who S
teach and govern their sports and the youngsters involved. You can
‘make a difference. You can help keep athletics in perspective. You can
remind parents to keep their children in line and help them discigline
the ones who want to play but don’t want 10 study or show up to class.
[n]e\s our young athletes start being better prepared for higher
| vels of education, sports, as we know them now, will eventually die
| an, ‘ve already become (00 stressed, too glorified, and have, to a large
| degree. become more important than learning, When extracurricalar
| aruvmrs start replacing one’s education, they've become harmful and

) t be diminished. We must realign our priorities.

Shocks-Instal Ilud with exchange

97

Sale Price. Molor-
vator 48 Battery.
Maint

ment shock *opu or
sizes for many cars

69.97.

Sale Price. Air Ad-
justable Shocks-
Installed. Adijusle for
heawy loads. For
many US. cars

MOTORVATOR
BATTERY

Buying or selling? Your dollars go a long way Tires & Services Avallable
g4 Only In Stores With

Sarvice Deparments

ON SALE MAY 5§ P
THRU MAY 10

Open Daily 8-5; Closed Sunday.

when you look into the Advance’s classified
pages. To place your ad...
CALL 720-8000
' 2875 RICHMOND AVE. * 2660 HYLAN BLVD
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