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If recruiting’s an indication, Wagner's best yet to come

The Season, the one in which

Metro playoff and the \mmmn lnn
tation Towrnament bid. But wi ot
ext? Beginning today in a fwo-part
series, we take 0 ook f where the
Wagner program is going, and the
people who will get it thege.

Today: The peopie.

By JAY PRICE

Don't even ask about the bours, the
i, (he heartburm or the heartache of
recruiting. Like in big-game hunting,
they don't give out awards for the me
you missed or the time you spent in the
bush they want o see the trophies on
the wall

“We thought. going into next season
cur needs were three.” ,Wagner coach
P.J. Carlesimo said,

“Ome, we had to replace what we lost
up [ront.

““Two, we had Lo find & point guard.

“And, finally, we were looking for the
true big man who could step in and help
us right aw:

But, as another renowned hig man has
s0 emphatically reminded us, two out of
three ain't bad

The big one who got away was Roy
Hinson, a 89 shot-blocker and slam-
dunker {rom Franklin Township (N.J.)
High School. Wagner courted Hinson the
way Romeo did Juliet, and at one point

was recruiters
from other schools by telling them he
had decided on Wagner. It now appears,
however. that Hinson is headed for
Rutgers, though the school has made no
formal announcement

‘That's the had news. The good news is
&1 guard Arvie Powell, 8 forward Ray

Greenberg -
blasts 220
at Sunset

Hillary Greenberg led the gals ch the
bowling beal yesterday as she ignited a
220 blazer at Sunset Lanes.

Greenberg led the way in the Tuesday
Matinees League. Jackie Paner rolled
199, Deanne Pece hit 192, Chris Crisalli
socked a good 210, Marge Zambardi
rolled a fine 210, Julie Matisson hit 192,
Alice Zielechowski rolled 190 and Sheila
Mandelstein rolled 198 in the same
league

Ethel Jozwiak stood out among the
bowlers in the Ladies 7 p.m. League at
Sunset s she ripped a 118 high game.

Millie Brown belted a top-notch 213
and Maria Bradshaw threw a 203, Aud
Moran (193), Angie McCoy (191), Louise
Comzens (191 and Rose Walkerwicz
(181} were ofher fop

Maureen Collins and her 210 captured
the spotlight in the Bowling on the
Green Owls League. Pam Piciocco
threw 190.

Lil Gargano socked 204 and Pai Cos-
tello rolled 192 in the Sunset Summer
AM.

TENPIN NOTES — Bowling
Green needs one mm P
Till its Tuesday m. Mixed League.

The Green also. needi one man for its
Men's 7 p.m. league on Tuesdays.

And finally, the Green necds a three-
‘man team for its Thursday 7:30 seratch
league (540 maximum

Mark DiDonng

A

Henry Dillard

Havwks hod to find replocements for them

Am:jiu and &4 center-forward Tom

Mlthm have accepted athletic schol-
arships to Wagner, and it won't be much
of a surprise if  couple of them start
for the Hawks as {reshmen

Wagner lost only three players —
starters Mark DiDonna and Henry Dl
lard and sub forward Earl Lewis —
graduation. But, in Carlesimo’s eyes
that is ol an accurate .

“When you talk about Dio and Earl,
you're talking about 2500 points and
1100 rebounds [n college. And we lost
three of our first six players.

“But it's been a good recruiting year.
When you include Bobby Mahala (the
Advance All Star from Farrell who
transferred to Whgner last September
and will be eligible this season), it's the
best we've

That's high praise, considering that
two years ago Carlesimo brought in
Steve Johnson, Daymon Yizar, Scott
Rodgers, Clarence Bishop and junior
college transler Lewis. All but Bishop
had  hand in Wagner's success a year

g0

Amejko, 3 3, 2i0pound first team
All-Stater from Torrington (Conn.) High
School, may be able to step directly into
Dionna’s spat in the Wagner lineup.

He is Torringion's all-time scoring
leader, with 1,386 points, and the first
1.000-plus scorer and rebounder in the
school's history. Amejko iverlwﬂ »
points and 16 rebounds a
Seson, il eking Tortingon o he
Region IV championship and the semifi-
nals of the state taurnament.

Amejko was second-team All State as

Flly!rultk\’llﬂumwmdlh!
Naugatuck Valley League, he has been
MVP or all-league in every league and
tournament in which he's played for the
last two seasons.

“I may be overplaying i, Carlesimo
said, “but there are a lot of si ities
between Ray and Mark, in that they're
‘more solid than flashy.

“Ameko s not a great leaper, but
be's & good rebounder. He may not be
quite as pure a shooter as Mark, but he
‘handles the ball a little better. And he's
very lough and aggressive. He's going to
poeids

Whether that means right away re-
mains fo be seen. Howard Thompkins,
the third leading rebounder in the East
a year ago is the only sure starter up

and ihe §3 Yizar in pre-season. And
with Hogan

Hogan, the 64, 195-pounder may still
be a year away. “He's the youngest of
the new kids; he just turned 17 in No-
vember.® Cirleino sid. “Bul. be's

10 improve the

And he came & long way in the last
year. He averaged 20 points and 16 re-
bounds — identieal figures to Amejko's
— while leading little Miller Place
(Long Island) High School, picked to fin-
ish last in its league, to the league
championship.

He also played in several post-season

r games, and was chosen for the

A ~
sians. 1t was in those games that he
made his biggest impression agains! the
best high school talen in the area. “In
Miller Place coach Bill
. “he's the biggest sieeper on

5o,
Wagner's im
mlm fuare could e In the attempt
ind a successor to Dillard. the point

Iuni who ran the Seahawh attack with
singular verve.

Steve Johnson, whe was not the ideal
point man but whose sheer talent
him the heir apparent. may not be back
in school. 1f the seasan were 1o start to-
morrow, junlor Scott Rodgers, who
showed he could do the job when
pressed into the lineup last year, would
be the logical candidate BuL In&:rm
Powell and la coul
selves fighting it out (o! u- tartng

Notar s ave playd the i

Like Rodgers, their natu Ipnn

o that of th ol uar B 1 Wag:

ner, that job belongs to Jamie
Ciampaghio for the next two ye:

Mahala is a famillar face to lsland
fans who saw him s a 1.000point scorer
and Jaques Award winger at Farrell
“There's o question about his scoring
abiity, or about his intensily and af:
gressiveness " Carlesimo said. “'And |
know he's spending (he summer work-
ing on is ballhandling

thwlundlnlwrrtwkmwnm
bench,

S0 s Pumel Fe was s tsam o

gue and :ummy at Ewing High
Soa 1 Tramtan 5w’

Jersey prep school championship,
averaging 23 points,
five assists &

Physically, Powell reminds one of St.
Jdohn's Bernard Rnrh:r As a talent, b!
is similar to J
1 i3 & e gme cowch s s
ki is a better pure shooter."

“He handles it well for a ‘two’
guard,” Carlesimo said. And he shoots
well for a ‘one.’ He's an athiete.”

ey all are — Amejko and Elmn and
i and Powell. But how

mmr
one of them can play the point will de-
cide whether the celebration continues.
on the Hill .. or if Wagner spends next
winter mourning the big one that gol
away.
Tomorroi: The program-... new
prestige. new prohlems

! Walsh rolls 300 at new lanes '

I you had dropped by the Country
Lanes last night at around 11 o'clock,
vou wuld have noticed some rather un-
usual things going on

For one, almost everyone in the Don-
gan Hills' establishment was huddled
around lanes 5 and 8. For another, there
was an almost eerie silence hovering
aver the gathering.

“It was so quiet,” Country Lanes pro-
prietor Angelo Albanese said later.
that you could hear somebody whis.
per”

But then Tom Walsh completed his
masterpiece ... and the place exploded
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in celebration.

‘Walsh became the first bowler to roll
a 30 game at the yearold Comtry
Lanes, turning_the trick on the first
night of the Tuesday Men's Summer
League

The last sanctioned perfect game

on
Staten Island was registered by Al Oke-
son an Oct. 18, 197

Walsh, who resides in Stapleton,
worked up 1o his perfect game gradual-

Iy. He started the night with a solid 188,
then reeled olf a fine 214 before achiev-
ing perfection. His three-game total was
an even 700,

““He just rolled 12 beautiful balls," Al-
banese sald “Every one was In the
pocket. After the first eight or nine
strikes, word got around the place that
he was getting close. And just about ev-
eryone gathered around him to wish him
luck "

And Walsh did't disappoint anyone.

Sanctioned 300 games on S.I.
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Dillqrd, DiDonna
will still be around

One of the top priarities of the Wagner
College basketball program this spring
was 1o find replacemeats for them in
the sarting linesp, bt Henry Dillard
and Mark DiDonma will be back on
Grymes Hill in September

Both Dillard and DiDonna, Wagner's
co-captains |ast season, will be studying
toward their masters degree, and work-
Ing 45 graduate assistants.

It the first time we've done it, and
I don't know how much Lime they'll
have for coaching,” Wagner head coach
1. Carlesimo said. “But I'd ke them
10 get involved

“The two of them were such a posi-
tive influence ihis year, it's going to
help just having them around.

Dillard, the diminutive poini gua
who made the Seahawk wl'(ullllmindu
the school’s all-time assist leader, is 4
business major and will be working in
the school s business affice.

DiDonna, the all-purpose forward who
finished three points shy of 1,000 career
poiats, will be going for his masters in
educaion.

Having them here, wheiher they're
doing office work, coordinating recruil-
ing or practice coaching, will allow us
to do just that much more thorough &
job, " Carlesimo said.

At practiee, it will allow us o be on
the kids a little more ... and we're going
10 need to get on Uhe kids more, because
those two won't be here. They were
clearly the (wo hardesi workers we
had

Neither Dillard nor DiDoana was
imech of & pllecguy ae coplin, tat
Carlosimo doesn't see that bei
o, *They 6ol o & ek, Witkat
saying anything,"” the coach said. *'But
if one of them has something to say, the
kids are going to respeet il

11 Henry has. something to say about
bringing the ball up the floor, they're
going Lo know it's coming from a guy
with 980 assists: or il Mark notices
something about the four cu, it's com
ing from & guy who ran it for

years.
“Plus. the kids respoct them, first as
players . and as individuals.”
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corrosion, Self-priming pump.

Sears

AR R AN

e T e
Not All Tiems On
Display At All Stores
Un Sale AL Most Sears
Larger Stores

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



